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Pravni fakultet Univerziteta u Beogradu, Beograd, 2015. pp.292 

 

SUMMARY 

 
The 12th edition of the CRIMINOLOGY written by professor Djordje Ignjatović contains the 

Introduction and five chapters. The purpose of this book has been to make an attempt to develop an 
original system of criminology. It is defined as an independent science which by making use of the 
knowledge and research procedures of other sciences (sociology, psychology and alike sciences 
dealing with human behavior and community) empirically studies the criminal phenomenon, i.e., the 
crime, the perpetrator and the victim of the crime, criminality, as well as the way in which a society 
reacts to criminal behavior. Criminology studies its subject (the phenomenon of crime) on three 
planes – phenomenological (descriptive), etiological (causal) and victimological (from the victim′s 
standpoint). This synthetically approach which is deemed more fruitful also avoids the division of this 
science into separate branches. That division has so far been one of the principal causes leading to the 
formation of „separate criminologies“ which have developed separately and independently from one 
another. 

Proceeding from this conception of criminology, the entire system of this science has been 
developed, including the original division of its methods into three large groups. The extremes are 
comprised of the method of individual case study (which brings the individual case into the focus) and 
the statistical method (its chief feature being the global approach and tendency to include the over-all 
occurrences of a certain type), whereas the „medium size“ methods are found between them. Since all 
of them are epistemologically limited, special attention is paid to the triangulation (simultaneous 
utilization) of methods. The same also applies to theories. On the other hand, all theoretical 
approaches in criminology are divided into the classical and positivistic theories, as well as the 
theories of social reaction. 

The benefits of the synthetically approach are best shown in the presentation of the three 
dimensions of the criminal phenomenon. Criminality is divided into the violent, property, political 
and traffic crime. In reference to the violent, there is a distinction between its traditional forms 
(murders, bodily injuries, rape, robbery) and the more recent ones (family violence and child abuse). 
Property crime is divided into the situational (occasional) and conventional, the white-collar and 
corporation crimes, as well as organized crime. Political crime is determined in a broader sense and 
includes two types of acts: those jeopardizing the internal and external security of a state and the acts 
of the „abuse of power“. 

Regarding the etiological dimension it points to two basic approaches of the causation in 
criminology (monocausal and multicausal), as well as to the interinfluence of the two groups of 
factors caused by every individual criminal behavior. Those are the external – environmental and the 
internal – individual factors. The external are divided into the natural, physical and social factors. The 
effect of the latter is viewed in the light of whether it is being exhibited in the periods of relative 
social peace (hereby are noted: the individual status and deprivation of chance, political 
rebelliousness, the impact of the contracultural groups, the inefficiency of the socialization 
mechanisms, the mass media impact and the impact of the social repression mechanisms) or in the 
periods of social disorder (hereby are noted: steep changes in the economic structure, crises and 
economic collapses, migrations, wars and revolutions). Concerning individual factors, it points to the 
personality of the perpetrator, dependence on addictive substances, low self-control and criminal 
career. 

The need to integrate the knowledge concerning the victim in criminology has governed the 



presentation of the dimension relative to the victimization of the criminal phenomenon. Bearing in 
mind the importance of the way in which the victim reacts to crime, as well as of the fact that the 
perpetrator and the victim comprise an inseparable pair, it has been agreed that there is neither need to 
single out victimology as an independent science, which should concern itself with studies of the 
victims of crimes, nor is it necessary to constitute a branch of criminology under that title. 

Chapter V is concerned with the way in which a society reacts to crime and criminality. This 
chapter elaborates issues relating to image and mythology of crime. Author analyses some forms of 
informal crime control. Than, he focus mechanisms of formal control: first of all the criminal law as a 
normative system which determines limits and severity of criminal repression, the exercising of the 
functions of the police organs and the sentences pronounced by courts which elucidates some 
traditional questions (whether the courts pursue the „punitive policy“, whether the submitted 
objections relating to mild penalties are justified, whether and to what extent they are independent in 
the exercise of their functions). 

There is a separate part of this chapter which is concerned with correctional institutions and 
society attempts to use imprisonment as a means of keeping criminality under control. The guarantees 
of the rights of man relative to the organs of formal social control comprise the self-contained unit 
which points to the importance of the respect of human rights in every situation including judicial 
process as well. In the final part the author analysis the new trends in crime control (as restitutive and 
restorative justice, two main trends in juvenile justice and crime control in global perspective. 
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